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Waltharii Poesis. Das Waltharilied Ekkehards I. von St. Gallen 
nach den Geraldushandschriften herausgeben und erlautert 
von Hermann Althof. Erster Teil. Leipzig, Dieter- 
ich'sche Verlags-Buchhandlung. 1899, 8vo. pp. v, 184. Zweiter 
Teil . 1905. pp. xxii, 416. 

Until a very recent date students of the learned and semi-popu- 
lar poetical productions of Medieval Latin literature have been 
grateful for the texts — uncritical though they were — found in the 
older collections of Goldast and Leyser, and the more recent pub- 
lications of Grimm and Du M6ril. Duemmler's and Traube's 
edition of the Carolingian poets mark a decided step in advance, 
on account of the critical text it presents, and the accompanying 
vocabulary. Winterfeld's edition of Hrotswitha does not leave 
much to be desired as a model edition in every way ; the text, the 
notes, the study of the sources, the language, and the style, all is 
commendable. Althot's edition of the Waltharius is the latest 
and most complete edition of a medieval Latin text. To say that 
few classical authors have received such editorial nursing, rather 
understates than exaggerates the situation. 

The first volume contains an introduction of sixty-three pages 
in which the results of prior investigations of the author, manu- 
scripts, language and metre are set forth and shifted, with a 
full knowledge of the bibliographical material. The text of 1478 
lines takes up forty pages; and then comes twenty pages devoted 
to the critical apparatus, which is followed by fifty pages of an 
index of words and phrases. The second volume, published after 
an interval of six years, presents over four hundred pages of 
commentary, while the opportunity is not lost of offering numer- 
ous additions and corrections for the first volume. In his com- 
mentary the editor not only cites the sources and analogous pas- 
sages of the poet's phrases from classical and medieval Latin au- 
thors: illustrative passages are culled from the whole field of early 
Germanic literature; the individual words are paired with Germanic 
equivalents taken from Steinmeyer and Siever's Althochdeutschen 
Glossen. Some of the notes on mythological, historical, and geo- 
graphical points are long excursus, and the volume closes with a 
dissertation of forty pages on the military antiquities of the Walth- 
arius. Although the mere enumeration of the contents of the vol- 
umes may suggest over-editing, with all these aids this edition is 
bound to supersede the earlier editions, supplying the material on 
which to base an independent judgment when the editor's are too 
uncommittal. This defect in the elucidation of the text is remedied 
by the editor's translation, published as a separate work, but the 
weak part of the introduction is due to Althof's failure to clearly 
define his own position on the place and value of the poem as a 
historical and legendary document. It is just at this point that one 
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finds such omissions in the bibliography as references to Child's 
treatment of certain epic motifs, found in the Waltharius (English 
and Scottish Popular Ballads, 1, 95, 106, 494), and to Panzer's 
work on the Hilde-Gudrun legend. 

George L. Hamilton 



